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Acetaxilid (Antifebrin). 

This promising contribution to our therapeutical resources has recently been 
the subject of an elaborate investigation by Weill (Bull. Gen. de Therap., 
Feb. 28, 1887). He arrives at the following conclusions in regard to its phys¬ 
iological actions: It nets especially on the nervous system, and after a period 
of excitation is followed by depression and collapse; it induces general anaes- 
thesia and analgesia; it causes a notable increase in tlic intravascular blood- 
pressure by contracting the peripheral arterioles; it lowers the central and 
peripheric temperature, and in a toxic quantity seriously impairs the compo¬ 
sition of the blood, changing hemoglobin into metluemoglobin. 

On the foregoing conclusions respecting the physiological actions of acetani- 
lid, Weill bases the therapeutical applications. He has formulated the fol¬ 
lowing opinions as to its therapeutical uses: 

Acetanilid is an active febrifuge. It has the highest utility in almost all 
diseases of which the one symptom to be relieved is elevated temperature. 

It acts efficiently in all nervous aiTections characterized by a morbid excita¬ 
bility of the reflex functions—as, for example, epilepsy. 

It docs not increase but rather diminishes the flow of urine. 

Habit is set up by uninterrupted and prolonged administration. 

Acetanilid, as antifebrin, has also been the subject of investigation by 
Prof. Lupine, who enlisted Prof. Charcot in its clinical study. As a remedy 
for the pains of locomotor ataxia, and for the trembling of sclerosis, it was 
found to relieve many, and to remove the symptoms entirely in a few. Hav¬ 
ing the power to diminish the reflex excitability of the spinal cord, it was also 
used in cases of epilepsy with considerable success. 

GrUXNEBERG (Berl. Liin. Wochenschri/l, p. 849, 1886) reports the result of 
his use of antifebrin in typhoid. He finds it very effective when a con¬ 
siderable reduction of temperature is to be made. Although it may cause 
profuse sweats and severe chills preceding the rise of temperature, the 
action, for the most part, is free from unpleasant symptoms. He has given 
2 grammes (3ss) a day without inconvenience, but 50 centigrammes (8 grains) 
have proved a sufficient quantity to reduce fever. 

DuJARDix-BEAUiTETZ (Bull. Gen. de Therap., March 30, 1887) has also 
made a clinical investigation of acetanilid in continuation of the observations 
of Weill. As a febrifuge be does not regard it as an important contribution 
to our resources in this respect, and holds that it is much inferior to antipyrin 
for this purpose. It is in respect to its action on the nervous system that he 
commends its use. It is a remarkable fact that acetanilid does not influence 
temperature when administered in the apyretic stage, but during the height 
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of the febrile exacerbation, even in moderate doses, it mates a considerable 
impression on the pyrexia, reducing fever heat several degrees. 

Dujardin-Beauinetz has never exceeded 3 grammes (46 grains), and usually 
gives no more thau three or four doses of SO centigrammes each (8 grains) in 
the course of twenty-four hours. He has employed it for the relief of three 
conditions, namely: for pain in general, for the pains of locomotor ataxia, 
and for epilepsy. 

In facial neuralgia it is inferior to aconite, but when structural alterations 
are taking place in the nerve, as in neuritis of the optic, acetanilid is supe¬ 
rior to all other remedies. In muscular rheumatism and neuralgia, and in 
neuralgia of the articulations, he lias found it superior to the salicylates. 
Also, in the flying pains of tabes it seems to be peculiarly effective. Some¬ 
times the effects are lasting, hut in other cases the remedy loses its influence 
after long-continued use. 

In epilepsy Dr. Dnjardin-Beaumetz finds acetanilid a useful remedy. Rec¬ 
ognizing the uncertainty which must attend the exhibition of a new remedy 
in this malady, so much influenced by mental impressions, a degree of reserve 
is necessary in accepting favorable conclusions. In his own hands and in the 
experiences of others, especially of Prof. Grasset, of Montpelier, some remark¬ 
able results have been obtained. With due reserve, and making allowances 
for error, there is yet sufficient evidence to show that acetanilid is a valuable 
addition to the remedies now employed in the treatment of epilepsy. 

We add to the foregoing observations on acetanilid, or antifebrin, some 
studies of its therapeutical action made by H. Eisenhart in Ziemssen’s 
Clinic, which appear in the Centralblatt fur die gaammle Therapie for April, 
1887. Eisenhart reports on thirty cases of disease, including typhoid, 
acute rheumatism, pneumonia, some eruptive fevers, and other febrile disor¬ 
ders. The doses usually administered ranged from four to eight grains. The 
effects are observed in about two hours, and the reduction of temperature 
amounts to 1° to 4°, the maximum impression occurring in three to four hours. 
The normal temperature is little, if at all, affected by it, and hence, as has 
been observed by others, it should not be administered in the apyretic stage, 
but rather at the time of greatest heat. The duration of the antipyretic 
action ranges from four to fourteen hours. As is the case with antipyrin, 
antifebrin causes profuse sweating; but it is well borne, does not cause nausea 
or vomiting, and is readily taken. 

In acute rheumatism, as compared with antipyrin, Dr. Eisenhart finds it 
inferior, and it is also less curative than the salicylates; but he admits that it 
is a valuable antipyretic in general, and especially in typhoid. He expresses 
the conviction that the course of typhoid is rendered milder and its duration 
lessened by the administration of antifebrin. 

Antiseptic Hypodermatic Injections. 

So much has been published of late on this important subject that our 
readers may desire more exact information than has hitherto been furnished. 
The oil of vaseline which is used as the vehicle is obtained better from Rus¬ 
sian petroleum. It is described by Dr. Ley, who pursued his investigation 
in the laboratory of Dujardin-Beaumetz (Bull. Gen. de Therapy March 30, 
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1887), as a colorless, inodorous, tasteless, oily fluid, neutral in reaction, and of 
a density varying between 0.820 and 0.880. It causes no pain or induration 
when thrown under the skin. It dissolves the essential oils in equal parts, 
and such substances as iodine, bromine, sulphide of hydrogen, carbolic acid, 
iodoform, iodol, sulphide of carbon, and by some special manipulation, a large 
number of the alkaloids, as morphine and cocaine, in varying proportions. 
When thrown under the skin, oil of vaseline diffuses rapidly, and as quickly 
conveys the medicaments incorporated with it, through the system. 

The clinical studies were made in the wards of Dujardin-Beaumetz in the 
Cochin Hospital, and the results derived from various agents used in this 
way are set forth in the communication from which we now quote. The solu¬ 
tion of iodine gives some admirable results in cases of emphysema and asthma 
and bronchial catarrh; the cough diminishes, the expectoration lessens, the 
sense of oppression ceases, the appetite is restored, and sleep is again enjoyed. 
Solutions of carbolic acid and eucalyptol have been tried in a great many 
cases of chronic bronchitis and pulmonary tuberculosis. In some examples 
of the latter the injections caused too much excitement and fever to be per¬ 
severed in; but in those of a chronic and subdued character, with little fever, 
eucalyptol had good efleets, diminishing the cough and expectoration, modi¬ 
fying the sputa, lessening the sweats, and restoring sleep and appetite; but it 
was much les3 useful and sometimes injurious in more acute cases, more nearly 
approaching the type of phthisis florida. 

The solutions of carbolic acid administered subcutaneously, and the same 
combined with iodine, produced surprising results. At the outset, however, 
the progress was slow, but the improvement continued, and even in unfavor¬ 
able cases the results have been highly satisfactory—for not only in respect 
to the rational signs of phthisis has the most marked improvement taken 
place, but the bacillu« is gradually made to disappear. 

Dr. Ley concludes as follow: The pure mineral oil, now known as the oil 
of medicinal vaseline, is a very useful vehicle for making solutions to be 
employed subcutaneously. The oil of arachidcs (?) is, of all vegetable oils, 
the best adapted to the same purpose. 

Of the medicaments subjected to experimental trials, iodine and carbolic 
acid occupied the first place, eucalyptol and sulphide of carbon coming after. 

The injections containing eucalyptol had the strength of 20 to 50 per 100. 
The medium dose is 60 to 75 centigrammes (about 10 to 15 grains). After 
fifteen to twenty days use of the remedy, an intermission of a few days is 
desirable, or for the eucalyptol some corresponding remedy may be substi¬ 
tuted, such as terpinol, terebinthin, etc. 

Eucalyptol administered hypodermatically i3 quickly absorbed, and is 
eliminated largely by the lungs, but some accumulation takes place in the 
system, a fact that must be kept in mind. It does not affect the fever of pul¬ 
monary tuberculosis, but acts on the bronehial mucous membrane, and exerts 
a distinctly curative influence in the catarrhal affections of the bronchi. Its 
action is local, but it does not affect tubercle. Carbolic acid is a more efficient 
antiseptic, and when combined with iodine, has a very pronounced effect on 
bronchial catarrh. 

In grave cases, better results are had from the administration of iodine and 
carbolic acid, the effects of which are uniform and persistent. 
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Effects of Iodide of Potassium on the Assimilation of Nitrogenous 
Materials. 

Contradictory opinions have been expressed as to the action of iodide of 
potassium on the assimilation and metabolism of nitrogenous matters. Bock 
long ago (1869) maintained that it has no efTect of this kind, but subsequently 
Smirnow demonstrated that it does promote the disassimilation of nitrogenous 
substances. Recently SAMOILOW has examined the question anew {Thais of 
St. Petersburg, 1886) by a series of laboratory experiments, dogs being used 
for the purpose, and he concludes that small doses of potassium iodide promote 
the function of assimilation, but large doses act in the opposite manner, 
increasing the destructive metamorphosis of the nitrogenous tissues or 
materials. No doubt the waste caused by this agent may be in part due to 
its action on the mucous membrane—to the swelling and desquamation of the 
epithelium and thrombosis of the smaller vessels of the kidneys—hence 
Samollow holds that the large doses of iodide of potassium recommended by 
Keyes are dangerous. 

Effects of Alcohol on the Digestive Functions in the Normal 
and in the Pathological States. 

Dr. A. Gluzinski has examined anew this much debated question {DeuL 
Archiv f. klin. Median, vol. 39, 188G). His conclusions are as follows: 

Alcohol disappears rapidly from the stomach. Two phases of the effects 
on digestion are to be noted: in the first, there is a marked diminution in the 
power to digest albuminous substances; the second phase commences after 
the elimination of the alcohol, and during this period the functional activity 
of the stomach is such that digestion is completed somewhat earlier than in 
the normal state. Alcohol in the first phase, inhibits the activity of pepsin, 
but, on the other hand, stimulates the gland elements, in consequence of which 
during the second phase there is a more abundant production of hydrochloric 
acid. Dr. Gluzinski finds, therefore, that a small amount of alcohol exerts a 
favorable influence on the digestion of healthy persons. 

In diseased states, after the absorption of a certain amount of alcohol, the 
two phases of digestion are much less pronounced, and hence the use of 
alcoholic drinks is not to be recommended in such morbid conditions of the 
digestive apparatus as dyspepsia. 

Pilocarpine in Catarrh of the Tympanum. 

Kosengarten has recently reported the good effects obtained by him in 
catarrh of the middle ear, by subcutaneous injections of pilocarpine {Zeitschrift 
Jut Ohrenheilhunde, 1886, vol. xiv., quoted in Bull. Gen. de Therap., April 15, 
1887). 

Politzer was the first to call attention to the use of pilocarpine in recent 
affections of the labyrinth, and these observations were confirmed subse¬ 
quently by Moos and Wolff, and still more recently by Jacobson. Kosen¬ 
garten conceived the notion of making pilocarpine injections in. chronic 
troubles of the middle ear, and they have proved to be highly useful. 
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The Hypodermatic Injection of the Insoluble Salts of Mercury. 

The treatment of syphilis by the subcutaneous injection of mercurial salts 
yet remains an undecided question. In an elaborate historical and critical 
review of the subject, Dr. Guelpa seeks to establish some principles for more 
accurate guidance (Bui. Gen . de Thbrap., April 15,1887). 

The method of Scarenzio, set forth in his great work, has been the point of 
departure in recent times in the therapeutical applications of mercury subcu¬ 
taneously. Calomel and the yellow oxide are the mercurial salts employed by 
him, and his conclusion was that the hypodermatic method is superior to 
friction or fumigation. The next most important contributions to the subject 
were made by Smirnoff, who occupied himself with determining the best 
site for the injections, as well as the general principles applicable. Smirnoff 
advises that the depression in the hip behind the great trochanter be selected 
for the operation, because here the areolar tissue is abundant, loose, and 
extensible. Suitable care taken, abscesses do not form, and the pain and dis¬ 
comfort are reduced to the minimum. If mercurialism occur, Smirnoff holds 
that it is due to impure air, and the mercurial vapor generated in an apart¬ 
ment occupied by many subjects undergoing the mercurial treatment. It 
follows that careful attention to ventilation and to the supply of pure air 
becomes necessary to success. 

Smirnoff concludes that the hypodermatic method is required where prompt* 
results are necessary; that it is contraindicated when mercurial periostitis has 
appeared; .that it is the most convenient and simple of the methods used; 
that it is applicable to all ages and stages of the disease; that it is superior 
in efficacy to the treatment by inunction, and more active than any other 
mercurial plan. 

Dr. Guelpa, in concluding his memoir, states that he lias not yet attained 
to a final conviction on the subject, but he expresses the opinion based on an 
unprejudiced examination of the question, that the hypodermatic injection of 
the salts—especially, perhaps, of the insoluble salts of mercury—must be 
regarded as a method of treating syphilis of general utility, and in a special 
case incontestably superior to alt other plans. 

The Preventive Treatment of Syphilis. 

Prof. Neumann has recently published the results of his clinical work in 
this department (abstracted in the Bull . Gin. de Thtrap., Feb. 15,1887). The 
so-called “preventive treatment” consists in excision of the induration and 
mercurial inunctions. Neumann finds that extirpation of the local disease 
does not prevent general infection, nor does the mercurial inunction prove 
more efficient in this respect. 

The expectant treatment is rejected by him because of the great length of 
time required, because such subjects continue to be a source of infection, and 
because the ulterior accidents are often very serious in character. 

FINGER, of Vienna, although regarding excision as possibly successful, 
thinks it hazardous on the whole. He is opposed to the preventive method 
and expectancy, and still maintains the superiority of iodine and mercury 
in the treatment of all the manifestations of syphilis. 
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Treatment of Neuralgia of the Fifth Nerve. 

Prof. Gussenbauer ( Prag . med. Wochenschrift, No. 31,188G, quoted) re¬ 
marks that trigeminal neuralgia is very frequently a reflex action proceeding 
from the intestines in the course of an obstinate constipation. In 33 cases 
under his observation there were but 3 requiring surgical interference, and in 
the others cures were obtained by methodical treatment of the constipation. 
In most of the cases sensible amelioration occurred in about fifteen days of the 
treatment. The measures employed consisted in cold enemata, fomentations, 
and cold frictions of the abdomen. 

Cocaine in Cardiac Asthenia. 

Noorden ( Berliner klin. Wochenschrift, No. 51,188G) has had good results 
[veritablemenl merceillcux) in pseudo*angina pectoris by the use of cocaine. 
He offers no explanation of its utility, but compares its action in these cases 
to that obtained by Bescbarner in branchial asthma. 


The Formiates and their Disposal in the Organism. 

JIM. GrehaUT and Quinqcad publish in the Archives dc Physiologie, April 
1,1886, an elaborate research on the disposition made of the formiates when 
introduced iuto the body. ( Recherches sur les Formiates Introduils dans VOr- 
ganisme.) It will suffice to give their conclusions. Although not a matter of 
immediate practical importance, the facts may serve to explain, or suggest by 
analogy, how similar substances act under corresponding conditions. 

MM. Gr5haut and Quinquad conclude that when formiate of soda is intro¬ 
duced into the digestive canal or thrown into the blood, it is eliminated by 
the kidneys without undergoing decomposition, and that the urine contains 
no more than the usual proportion of carbonates. 


Hot Water in Acute Prostatitis. 

Dr. Cazeaux ( Thlse de Paris, 1886) finds that hot water enemata and appli¬ 
cations to the perineum are very effective at the onset of prostatitis and before 
the occurrence of suppuration. He advises water at the temperature of 130° 
F., to be used by the irrigator three times a day to the perineum and in the 
rectum. 

JIassage in Sciatica. 

Prof. Max Muller advocates the methodical use of massage in sciatica. 
[Deut. medinis. Wochenschrift , No. 24,1886.) Of a group of fifteen patients of 
varying ages, he succeeded admirably in all by this treatment. All of them 
were severe cases, having intense pain and considerable disorder of motility. 
Massage was applied in the ordinary way, the patient lying on the healthy 
side. The first seances were painful, but the irritability of the nerves rapidly 
subsided, and after a few treatments no pain was caused by it and permanent 
relief was obtained. 
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Spabtei^e. 

This new cardiac remedy, so much praised by Prof. Germain See, has been 
studied by Db. Stoessel, of Vienna, and his observations appear in the Cen- 
tralblatl fur die gesammU Thcrapi e of April, 1887.- 

After a statement of the opinions given by See, Dr. Stoessel narrates his 
own experiences. In respect to the value of sparteine in the condition of 
arhythmia of the heart, due to weakness of the heart-muscle, he does not 
agree with Prof. See, who maintains that it is superior to digitalis here. 
Especially does Dr. Stoessel find sparteine inferior to digitalis in the irregular 
rhythm and weakness due to fatty degeneration of the heart. 

Another fact, showing the superiority of digitalis, is that this remedy is an 
efficient diuretic, while sparteine has little or no action on the kidneys. 

Salol. 

In the Therapcut. Monatsh., p.47,1887, Bielchowski publishes the results of 
his experience with salol in acute rheumatism. In the quantity of 5 grammes 
a day (75 grains) it acts promptly in arresting the disease, and, when a relapse 
occurs, a single dose will usually prove immediately successful. 

Rosenberg has also employed it with complete success. Its advantages are, 
that it does not disturb the digestive organs, and is not difficult to administer; 
but the chief point is, the curative power, which is so much greater than the 
salicylates have, hut there is no evidence to show that it succeeds better than 
other agents in preventing the cardiac complications. 

We submit some further observations on salol, that our readers may have 
the data for forming correct conclusions. A full abstract from a paper by 
Dr. Fb. Eduard Georgi, is published in the Centralblatt fur die Thtrapie for 
April, 1887, from which we obtain the facts here given. 

As regards the topical use of salol. Dr. Georgi did not find it superior to the 
remedies now employed for the relief of nasal and pharyngeal diseases. By 
the stomach it may be given in doses of 10 to 30 grains without inconvenience. 
In a case of febrile icterus it had a rapid effect, both in reducing the fever 
and clearing up the jaundice. It proved to be effective in lessening the tem¬ 
perature of the phthisical also. 

In pvonephritis, cystitis, etc., it was found to be very active in checking 
suppuration, and preventing and removing the products of decomposition of 
the urine. 

In acute rheumatism Georgi ascertained it to be exceedingly valuable, one 
or two doses often relieving the pain entirely, and in ail cases relief was 
obtained in two or three days. Two grammes (30 grains), in the twenty-four 
hours, were found to be sufficient, and it was rarely necessary to administer 
more than ten to twelve grammes (150 to 180 grains), in all, to effect the 
removal of the rheumatic pains. When this was accomplished, the dose was 
reduced to 15 grains a day until complete recovery. Relapses were not 
frequent. The largest dose given caused no unpleasant sensations, and only 
in three out of twenty cases was buzzing in the ears brought on. Weakness 
of the heart, small pulse, or indications of collapse, never occurred. As an 
antipyretic in febrile disease salol proved to be certain in its action and 
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powerful, but massive doses are necessary—from 30 to 60 grains. Unlike the 
other antipyretics of this group, salol induced but moderate perspiration. 


Iodol and Iodoform. 

Schnirer makes [Scmaine Medicate, 1886, p. 40G, quoted by Bull. Gen. de 
Thtrap., February 15,1887) some observations on the comparative utility of 
iodoform and iodol. 

As the odor of iodoform is so strong, diffusive, and penetrating, iodol is a 
happy substitute, since it has but little taste or odor. It is a brown powder, 
which may be used topically, or taken internally, in the quantity of 25 to 50 
centigrammes (4 to 8 grains). Experience has confirmed the original state¬ 
ments as to its utility. It is equally effective with iodoform, and can be sub¬ 
stituted for the latter in the whole range of the topical uses, and probably, 
also, for internal administration. 

Chlorhydrate of Pereirine. 

In a recent communication {Bull. G£n. de Therapy April 15, 1887) Dr. 
Ferreira, of Brazil, calls attention to the power of chlorhydrate of pereirine 
in the cure of malarial infection. This alkaloid is obtained from a member of 
the Apocynace®, which grows spontaneously and in great abundance in 
Brazil. The dose prescribed by Dr. Ferreira is two grammes (about oss)> in 
two parts, at a half-hour interval. He finds it an efficient antiperiodic, less 
irritating to the stomach than quinine, and sometimes successful when quinine 
has entirely failed. It appears to be more useful in the acute cases. 
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On some Cases of Infectious Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, with 
Remarks on the Diagnosis of the Disease. 

Senator {Charite Annalen. xi. 248, 1886) reports eight cases of this affec¬ 
tion, and emphasizes the difficulty attending its diagnosis. The disease can 
be most easily confounded with typhoid fever, tetanus, and with other forms 
of meningitis cerebro-spinal is. But even in cases of cerebral hemorrhage 
into the meninges or ventricles, where decided stiffness of the neck is com- 
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